A Case of Retroperitoneal Paraganglioma.
We report a surgical case of retroperitoneal paraganglioma. A paraganglioma is a catecholamine-producing tumor originating in the chromaffin cells of the sympathetic ganglion. It is a kind of pheochromocytoma which occurs on the outside of the adrenal gland. The patient was a 72 year old male with a history of hypertension and a pacemaker implantation. A mass in the ventral side of the right iliopsoas muscle was detected during a routine contrasting computed tomography (CT) examination for checking his pacemaker. The mass was considered to be malignant, and a laparotomy and mass enucleation was performed. It was diagnosed as phaeochromocytoma, based on the pathology and immunestology of the excised specimen. The hypertension was cured soon after the surgery. Nine months after surgery, there is no evidence of any abnormality or recurrence. There is a previous report of a recurrence 25 years after surgery, so a careful follow-up of this patient will be necessary in the future.